
 

 

     Hello, friends! We welcome cooler temps as 

we head into this new Season: Fall… You know 

it’s my favorite! I love the crispness, campfires, 

and watching the leaves begin to change colors. 

Have you noticed the burning bushes at 

church? They’re starting their seasonal dance as 

they change from green to red with oranges and 

coppers in between!  

The changing seasons also indicate the change of Seasons of the 

Christian Calendar and we have many events coming up on our cal-

endar! World Communion Sunday is celebrated on the first Sunday of 

October.  

The following Sunday is “Reconnection Day,” also known as 

Charge Conference Day. You are invited to attend our Reconnection 

Day at Valparaiso 1st UMC beginning at 2pm. Of course we’ll take 

care of business-related matters but we’ll also get to enjoy connec-

tional friendships with other UMC churches in our District as well as 

hear a message shared by our Conference Superintendent- Dr. Marti. 

And, best of all: YOU are invited to join us as we reconnect with each 

other and the calling we have as the church to connect our hurting 

world with the Hope of Jesus Christ! 

October 17 is Laity Sunday. What is Laity Sunday? It’s a Sunday 

when the congregation of the church- the laity- gets to share your gifts 

and talents during the Worship Service. Laity Sunday celebrates the 

ministry of all Christians to proclaim, grow in, and embody the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. Are you interested in being involved? Please 

talk to Mitch as he’s helping to bring together an amazing Worship 

Service with you. 

October 31 is both a Sunday and the day for Trunk-Or-Treat! After 

Worship in the morning, come back to church dressed up in your Hal-

loween-y finest with your car trunk decorated and ready to   
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Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference -                         

     Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 

   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

Knox United                        

Methodist Church -                                

Church Council 2021 

   

hand out treats for the community children. Jill the balloon lady 

will be here to craft balloon shapes like you wouldn’t believe 

and Yellow River Farms has donated bunches of pumpkins for 

the kids to decorate… Trunk-Or-Treat will be from 5pm-7pm, 

come on out and have some fun!       

Before the end of the Church Calendar year- November 21, 

we’ll celebrate All Saints Sunday. Please share with me the 

names of your loved ones who have passed over the past year 

(by October 31). We will honor and celebrate our saints on No-

vember 7.     

With a sad heart, I share that it was decided to not join into 

partnership with the Kankakee Valley Cooperative Parish 

churches. Truly, I believe this was an unwise move for a strug-

gling church. While I still hope you enjoyed hearing messages 

from Pastors Sean and Jim, we now shoulder the burden of 

seeking to find vitality and fruitfulness, as well as spiritual and 

congregational growth, without the help and support of the oth-

er churches. When we look back upon the past decade, plus, at 

Knox UMC and the lack of growth and fruitfulness, doing it on 

our own doesn’t seem a likely prospect.      

But even so, there is good news: the door hasn’t shut. 

There is opportunity in the future to join in co-ministry with the 

Cooperative Parish giving our church the ability to live beyond 

ourselves and witness to the good that we can do in, through, 

and for Christ.    

One of the bravest things a Christian can do is to step out 

in faith, even while not certain of the outcome. Taking a risk for 

God is scary! But the faithful know that God is with you, come 

what may, making the unknown journey less fearsome. To trust 

in God is to get out of our own way and allow the Holy Spirit to 

work within us and around us. Only then can we witness the 

fruit meant to be. 

Trusting in Christ and Divine unconditional love, 
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October 20th 

10:00 am until Noon 

 

 

 

See Sandy Miller with 

questions or to help. 
at KUMC 
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October 31st is Reformation Day.  On the Eve of All Saints, Day, October 31, 1517, Augustinian Father Doctor Martin                 
Luther, professor of Scripture at the University of Wittenberg, Germany posted an invitation to debate on the door of the 
Wittenberg Cathedral. The invitation to debate contained ninety-five points, or theses, concerning the sale of indulgences. 
Luther chose this date for posting his theses because the coming holy day would bring many of the community to services, 
ensuring that his statements would receive wide exposure. 
 
Throughout my pastoral ministry, I have always included a reference to 
Reformation Day on the last Sunday of October to remind us of this              
significant part of the history of the church.  We always sing the hymn, "A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God" and I try to include a reference to the                       
Reformation in my sermon.  Yesterday, I had a quote from the great Luther-
an pastor/theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
 
United Methodists have an interesting relationship with the                                   
Reformation.  The Reformation in which Protestantism led to the beginning 
of new church denominations took place during the 1500's.  The Anglican 
Church was influenced by the Protestant Reformation and sought 
to continue their Roman Catholic heritage.  King Henry VIII didn't want to be 
under the authority of the Roman Catholic Pope. 
 
John Wesley who was a Priest in the Church of England which was a mix-
ture of Roman Catholic and Protestant influences has sought to embrace both of these significant influences in the history 
of the church.  Even though we are a Protestant denomination, we need to remember that Roman Catholicism has a                      
significant part in our Methodist heritage. 
 
When Methodism spread to America and became it's own denomination, separating itself from the Anglican Church, we 
increasingly gravitated more toward our Protestant roots because of the democratic spirit that led to the birth of a new 
country.  However, our official Book of Worship includes liturgy that comes from our Roman Catholic heritage through the 
Anglican Church. 
 
So, while it's important to celebrate Reformation Day as United Methodists, let's not use this as an opportunity to widen the 
chasm between Protestants and Catholics and mistakenly separate ourselves from our Roman Catholic brothers and              
sisters in Christ.   The Protestant Reformation reminds us that the church needs to continually be reformed and shaped by 
the Holy Spirit and Roman Catholicism reminds us of the long standing history of the church and the rich liturgy of our faith. 
 
While the United Methodist Church doesn't have an official "Reformation Day" prayer, I think this prayer for the church out 
of our Anglican/Episcopal prayer book, is very appropriate for the spirit of this day.  Happy Reformation Day! 
 
Prayer for the Church: 
Gracious Father, we pray for Your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, 
purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in 
want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 
 

BY REV. ROBERT MCDOWELL, UNITED METHODIST PASTOR 
HTTP://PASTORROBERT-NIKOS.BLOGSPOT.COM/2011/10/REFORMATION-METHODISM.HTML 

 

The reformation and methodism  
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Members Present: Pastor Sheri Lyn Allen  Shirley Fosler  Lee McIntire 

  Mitch Martinkus Sandy Miller  Debbie Mix  Lisa Nichols 

 Sally Oliverious Georgia Pope Melba Shilling 

   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Sheri. Pastor opened with a devotional prayer. 

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Motion made to approve by Lisa, and seconded by Georgia. Motion 

carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of August 31, 2021. All bills are paid to date and with the donation from the 

Herbert Dean Golding family in the amount of $1,446.79, we are financially ahead at this point.   

There were some funds received for Mercedes Lain. All monies the church receives for the Mercedes Lain 

Fund will be forwarded on to the family. 

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley reported that the budget for 2022 needs to be discussed. The ‘Building a Ministry Budget Online 

Workshop’ held August 23 talked about setting up a budget based on the ministry fields the church wants to 

focus on. We might look at updating the tri-fold we used previously to share our ministry and budgeting needs 

with the congregation in order to explain how tithes and offerings are used to benefit both the church and the 

mission of the church in the community. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Lee reported the Trustees had to purchase a new cordless sweeper to replace one that stopped working; Elec-

trolux serviced the sweepers. 

The chair lift was inspected and passed. In other legal matters, Lee is working on the getting the state business 

entity license filed and paid. 

The Broken Arrow Asphalt Company provided an estimate of $6,000 to coat, stripe, and reseal the parking lot. 

Mitch moved to have the trusted company complete this work, and seconded by Debbie. Motion carried. 

Sally reported that Earl Nerger trimmed the bushes. We would like to thank Earl for his work. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Debbie reported that she’s been looking into VBS for 2022 and the possibility of working with another church 

to share materials. 

In 2022, the Starke County 4-H Fair will be held the final week of June (approx. Jun 25-Jul 1). Debbie will 

check into possible VBS dates for us and the dates of other churches. 

A ‘thanks’ was given for the Children’s StoryTime and the Sunday School lessons that are taking place when 

children are in attendance on Sunday. 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor talked about last Sunday’s guest speaker- Jose Marquez, and the testimony he shared. 

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes   

September 13, 2021 
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LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Lyn reported that we have a few Council members retiring at the end of this year. After discussions with these 

members: Lee has agreed to remain on as Trustee Chair and Melba has agreed to remain on as Member-At-

Large. The Lay Leader’s position is a one-year term with annual re-electing. Debbie, who serves as Lay Mem-

ber to Annual Conference will assume the Lay Leader position as well. Beginning in January, Georgia will co-

Chair the Education Committee with Debbie. We thank Lee, Debbie, Georgia, and Melba. 

Lisa will be retiring as Church Treasurer at the end of the year; we thank Lisa for her years of service in this 

position. Pastor and Lyn are seeking to fill this open position. Pastor is announcing to the congregation that 

this position is open and Lisa has offered to help the incoming Treasurer for a smooth transition. Anyone inter-

ested in serving our church as Treasurer is encouraged to contact Pastor and Lyn.   

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sandy reported that the Food Pantry will be here on Wednesday, September 22 from 10am-12pm. Volunteers 

are needed and should arrive by 8:45am. It was discussed that the parking lots fills up before 9:00 and the 

truck driver arrives early, so food distribution begins early so the road doesn’t become congested with traffic. 

Some people ask if they can go through the line again; it was decided that people who want to go through a 

second time will be told that they may return after 11:00. Sally will make a sign to indicate how far forward 

people should pull their car when receiving food.   

Trunk-Or-Treat has been scheduled for October 31, from 5:00-7:00pm. (The City is holding trick-or-treating 

from 5:30-7:00pm.) Deb McIntire has hired Jill the balloon lady. Yellow River Farms is donating pumpkins. 

We thank Lee and Deb.  

Lisa shared that the Annual Community Dinner and Coat Give-Away is being planned for Saturday, December 

4. Deb McIntire and Lisa are heading it up. 

METHODIST MEN’S REPORT 

Mitch shared that the Men’s Group met on September 12 with eight men in attendance. Bernie cooked and Lee 

shared a devotion concerning love. They enjoyed fellowship and a good breakfast. They are collecting money 

for the holiday baskets giveaway, which includes food, gas cards, and Christian/church information. They also 

discussed working with the Women’s Group on some upcoming projects. The next meeting will be on October 

10 at 7:30am. All are welcome. 

Lisa made a motion to donate $500 from Missions to the Men’s Group for their holiday baskets; seconded by 

Lee. Motion carried.  

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Shirley shared that the Women’s Group met on September 12 at 8:00am in the library for breakfast and devo-

tion. Ten women attended. Sally provided the breakfast and Pat shared a devotion. Everyone who donated to 

the Kids’ Closet bake sale fundraiser was thanked. The next meeting will be on October 3 in the library for 

breakfast and devotion. All are welcome. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor reported that she has stepped down from serving as Senior Pastor at Hamlet UMC, effective August 31. 

Pastor will attend a Clergy Retreat at Epworth Forest September 15 through 17. 

Pastor is taking vacation October 11 through 17. 

Pastor provided emailed and hard copies of the Kankakee Valley Cooperative Parish Covenant as the first  



 

 

VOL. 21   ISSUE 10                            KNOX KNEWS                                      PAGE 7 

  

official step in recognizing our church’s committed desire to work together with the other Cooperative Parish 

churches. Discussion regarding the Covenant included: 1) What type of financial commitment is required? 

None. 2) Why do we need a legal document signed? The Covenant is not a legal document; it is our committed 

agreement to help each other. 3) Who’s going to enforce that every church does what they’re supposed to do? 

As with any cooperative-type of structure, it is voluntary, nothing is or needs to be ‘enforced.’ 4) We had clus-

ters and they worked. Clusters are no longer in existence. 5) How do we help each other out? 

It was discussed that maybe each church can feel free to help the others churches and share information. The 

Pastors of each church currently meet. While there was some excitement expressed in working with the other 

churches, it was decided that Knox UMC will not become a member of the Cooperative Parish. Motion failed.  

Pastor reported that Charge Conference reports are due October 1. She has completed the reports with a few 

exceptions. Still in need is: Pastor salary; Trustee numbers verified/updated; parsonage walk-through with 

Pastor, Lee, and Mitch.  

Charge Conference is Sunday, October 10 at Valparaiso 1st UMC at 2:00pm. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that SP/PRC 3rd quarter topics include: 1) Review written job descriptions and needs. 2) Re-

view the salary and benefits packages. 3) Review continuing education plans. 4) Review expectations and 

strategies and adjust if needed. 5) Engage in leadership development for paid staff. 

Paid positions include: Administrative Assistant- 14 hours/week at $15/hour; Music Director- $100/week 

(unless not in attendance); and Custodian- $15/hour; plus Pastor. After much discussion, Sally made a motion 

to give Pastor and Administrative Assistant 3% raises; seconded by Lyn. Motion carried.  

GOOD OF ORDER 

Regarding the Boy Scouts of America and their legal/bankruptcy issues, Pastor reported that Conference is 

offering $750 as legal stipend to any Indiana United Methodist Church that is affected. Discussion involved 

questions including: whether Conference has legal representation, who can represent churches with a claim 

and whether affected churches can come together on getting this resolved instead of individual churches. Pas-

tor was asked to seek more direction. 

 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 8, 2021 at 6:00pm.   

With no other business coming before the Council, the meeting was adjourned by Pastor with Pastor clos-

ing in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Fosler 
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9 Dan & Ellie Roscka 

  

  

  

  

1 Lisa Nichols 

2 Nan Folkers 

2 Marilyn Hays 

8 Debbie Mix 

16 Barbara Bashore 

17 Barb Abel 

21 Victor Povilaitis 

23 Jack Miller 
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The Christian Reformation 
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Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  
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