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Church Office Hours 

 Mon 1:00 - 4:30 pm 

Tue 11:00 am  - 4:30 pm 

Wed  1:00 - 4:30 pm 

Thu  1:00 - 4:30 pm  

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Pastor Sheri 
LoCascio 

   Greetings to my faith family! Spring is 

          here (even if the weather and temperature  

          denies that fact!) and we’re working our  

          way through this Lenten Season for the  

          joyous outcome we will soon celebrate! 

   Did you know that Easter is my most 

          favorite holiday? It wasn’t always my favor-

ite, but along with age comes wisdom… Growing older meant 

I better understood what Christ did for me, and for you! 

Thanks be to God! 

 But before we can celebrate Easter, we gotta get 

through Lent. All forty days of it! Thank goodness we’re not 

out in the wilderness like Jesus, starving and tempted. I 

couldn’t have made it 40 hours, let alone 40 days! Could you? 

 As we continue this Season, we’ve got some truly awe-

some Services coming up. First, our final Lenten Lunch for 

this year will be on Wednesday, April 6 starting at 12pm. 

Come join us for fellowship, food, and a special guest speaker. 

 During our Palm Sunday Service on April 10, we’ll 

have some young actors portray familiar biblical characters 

as they enact “Have You Reached Your Verdict?” 

 Our Maundy Thursday Service on April 14 will be a 

special treat with a Dinner and Service at 5:30pm, in Fellow-

ship Hall. Good Friday will be held at North Judson UMC, 

beginning at 6pm.  

 And then… finally… Easter Sunday!!! We’ll begin the 

morning at 7am with the kids and youth sharing a skit for our 

Sunrise Service. Easter Breakfast follows at 7:30. Both the 

Men’s Group and the Women’s Group have been planning 

this breakfast, you know it’s gonna be great!  And, Easter 

Sunday Service begins at 9:30 to worship our Resurrected 

Lord. Jesus, and Easter baskets, and lots of fun, oh my! 

 Make sure you join us for all these exciting things hap-

pening at our church. Sharing in the fun and witnessing the 

growth is amazing… a truly beautiful thing to see! 

         Holy Week & Easter          

   6  Lenten Lunch- 12pm 

 10  Palm Sunday- 9:30am 

 14  Maundy Thursday- 5:30pm 

 15  Good Friday- 6pm (NJ UMC) 

 17  Easter Sunday! 

          Sunrise Service- 7am 

          Breakfast- 7:30am 

          Easter Service- 9:30am 
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Pastor’s Ponderings, cont’d 

 During Holy Week, as we anticipate and then mourn the death of Christ, there are times we 

also mourn the loss of our loved ones. Lisa Nichols, along with Mitch Martinkus, has been offering 

GriefShare sessions to our community. While the final gathering of the 13-week session will be held 

on April 13, a special one day session called “Loss Of A Spouse” will be offered on April 27. 

 If you have been widowed, help is here and hope is possible. This seminar will help you to 

discover that other people have been through this too and understand what you’re going through. 

You’ll also find why it won’t hurt so much as well as find reasons for hope, plus practical tips for 

coping with the death of a spouse.  If you have questions, please talk with Lisa. On page 6 you’ll find 

information on “Loss Of A Spouse.” You’ll also find a letter Pastor Leon Pomeroy shared with me, 

saying he wrote it not only for himself but to help others help him as he grieves his beloved Barbara. 

 My friends, this is what we are called to do… love each other, care for each other, help each 

other, look out for each other, support each other, witness to each other, and… (fill in the blank). 

Why? Because we are brothers and sisters in Christ. Because we are the faith family of Knox UMC. 

Because we are striving to be more Christ-like, every day. Because we are God’s! Thanks be to God. 

         As we will soon be celebrating our Risen Lord,  

    let’s live our lives like His sacrifice makes all the  

    difference, cuz it does! In His love, and mine,      
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CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes   

March 14, 2022 

Members Present: Jack Miller Pastor Sheri Shirley Fosler Marshall Garlach    

 Marilyn Hays  Lee McIntire Mitch Martinkus Sally Oliverious 

 Georgia Pope  Melba Shilling 
   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Jack; Pastor Sheri opened with a devotion and an opening prayer. 

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Motion made to approve by Marshall, and seconded by Lee. Mo-

tion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Marshall shared financial reports as of February 28, 2022. All bills are paid to date. 

FINANCE REPORT 

There was discussion regarding tithing and how to increase our income. Shirley suggested fundraisers. Pas-

tor encouraged all to invite people to come to church. Connecting with others and building friendships and 

relationships will help people want to know more and possibly join in. When we invite, we can offer to 

meet them at church or bring them with us.   

TRUSTEE REPORT 

Lee reported on several items: 

1. Habo’s brother will update the rest of the rooms with led lights. 

2. Wendy Hoppe will replace the bathroom fixtures and drains. She’ll also fix the small urinal in the men’s 

room. Cost for this project is $600-$800. 

3. Lee is working on repairing the door handles on the outside doors with lever-type handles for easier 

opening.   

4. Heritage Fund rolled over for another 18 months. 

5. The Music Media Fund has been inactive; Lee made a deposit to avoid service charges. 

6. A crib was donated for the nursery off the sanctuary. The old crib, changing table, and rocker were given 

away to people in need. We’ll make more/better use of the Sunday School classrooms upstairs. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pastor shared that this year’s VBS program will be on Cokesbury’s Food Truck Party. Dates/times have not 

yet been set. Pastor asked Cheryl how much has been tithed toward VBS as there have been regular weekly 

donations. There was only a total available in the Education fund; Cheryl will be asked to maintain a run-

ning total of weekly VBS donations.   

The Lenten Study continues on Tuesdays at 10am, weekly through the end of March.  

Children’s and Youth Sunday School continues as is the Youth Handbell Choir. 

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor shared that the youth will perform a play during the Palm Sunday Service. We will hold Maundy 

Thursday Service at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall with a meal and service.                                                              

A Good Friday Service will be held at North Judson UMC, all are invited to attend (time to be determined).  

An Easter Sunrise Service, performed by our kids, will be held at 7am. Easter Breakfast follows 
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Council Meeting Minutes, cont’d 

at 7:30am. The Easter Sunday Service is at 9:30am. 

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor reported nothing new. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Jack shared that the next Food Bank will be held on Wednesday, March 16. The following Food Bank will 

be held on Wednesday, April 13. Helpers are needed.   

METHODIST MEN’S REPORT 

Mitch shared that the Men’s Group met yesterday, March 13 with 7 in attendance. They discussed Easter 

Breakfast and will be working on the Breakfast with the Women’s Group. The next Meeting will be on 

April 10 at 7:30am. Bernie will cook and Lee will provid the devotion. All men are welcome.   

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Shirley shared that the Women’s Group met March 6. They discussed the Easter Breakfast as well as pre-

paring Easter baskets for the kids. The next meeting will be on April 3 at 8am in the library. All women are 

welcome. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor reported that she is working on organizing the Lenten Lunches. There will be presentations plus Sally 

Povilaitis on flute and MaryBeth McIntire on piano. Sally O and Bernie are cooks for March 23; Shirley is 

cook for April 6. Pastor will advertise the Lunches on Facebook, our website, and on the weekly radio pro-

gram. Sally O will contact WKVI.   

GOOD OF ORDER 

Sally O shared that there will be a funeral dinner on March 17 for Bob Fort’s family. The Service is at 

1:00pm at Braman’s & Sons; the dinner is to follow. She is in need of helpers and dishes. 

Also, Sally O shared that sorting the donations for Kid’s Closet is going well. We have many good volun-

teers helping every Tuesday at 5:00pm.    

Pastor shared information about the March 23 District’s meetings on Building Bridges.   

Pastor shared information about the Resilience Seminars sponsored by the District. One seminar will be on 

April 30 at Elkhart Faith UMC, from 1-4 et; the other will be on May 1 at Valparaiso 1st UMC, from 1-4 

ct. Registration is required. She will also share this with the congregation.    

The policy on service/therapy/companion animals will be discussed at the next meeting. 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 11, 2022 at 5:00pm. 

With no other business coming before the Council,  

the meeting was adjourned by Jack with Mitch  

closing in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Fosler 
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Wednesday, April 27 @ 9am, in the Knox UMC Library 

My Grief Letter. 

   It's wonderful living in a small community like Toulon where everybody knows me, but it's very 

hard right now. Even though I have people around me, it's not the same thing. I constantly think 

about how alone I am even though I feel the Lord's presence within me.  

   Psalm 34:18 "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit." 

   There are 5 things I want to share with those who wish to comfort me. 

1. Please feel free to talk about Barbara when you are around me. Don't feel awkward remarking 

about something that happened or you saw something that reminded you of her. It's very possible 

I thought the same thing. 

2. Ignoring my grief does not make it go away. 

3. Don't make comments about next year being better or time healing all wounds; my concerns are 

focused on the here and now. 

4. Let me cry if I need to. You don't have to say anything - just hand me some tissues and be there 

for me. It's ok for a man to cry. 

5. Please don't make judgments about how long it's taking me to grieve. 

   My prayer is that this letter will make it easier for all of us who are grieving our loss.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Leon 
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United Methodists across the globe are condemning the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. As Christians “we believe war is incompatible with the teachings and 
example of Christ. We therefore reject war as an instrument of national foreign 
policy.” (2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles ¶165.C). We also know our 
God stands with the oppressed and calls on us to support them. See some of 
the ways United Methodist leaders, organizations and individuals are respond-
ing to the invasion of Ukraine through their prayer, aid and witness.  
 
God's world is one world. The unity now being thrust upon us by technological 
revolution has far outrun our moral and spiritual capacity to achieve a stable 

world. The enforced unity of humanity, increasingly evident on all levels of life, presents the Church as well as all people 
with problems that will not wait for answer: injustice, war, exploitation, privilege, population, international ecological crisis, 
proliferation of arsenals of nuclear weapons, development of transnational business organizations that operate beyond the 
effective control of any governmental structure, and the increase of tyranny in all its forms. This generation must find via-
ble answers to these and related questions if humanity is to continue on this earth. We commit ourselves as a Church to 
the achievement of a world community that is a fellowship of persons who honestly love one another. We pledge our-
selves to seek the meaning of the gospel in all issues that divide people and threaten the growth of world community. 
 
Nations and Cultures 
As individuals are affirmed by God in their diversity, so are nations and cultures. We recognize that no nation or culture is 
absolutely just and right in its treatment of its own people, nor is any nation totally without regard for the welfare of its citi-
zens. The Church must regard nations as accountable for unjust treatment of their citizens and others living within their 
borders. While recognizing valid differences in culture and political philosophy, we stand for justice and peace in every 
nation. 
 
National Power and Responsibility 
Some nations possess more military and economic power than do others. Upon the powerful rests responsibility to exer-
cise their wealth and influence with restraint. We will promote restorative justice strategies to support positive social 
change and peace building. We affirm the right and duty of people of all nations to determine their own destiny. We urge 
the major political powers to use their nonviolent power to maximize the political, social, and economic self-determination 
of other nations rather than to further their own special interests. We applaud international efforts to develop a more just 
international economic order in which the limited resources of the earth will be used to the maximum benefit of all nations 
and peoples. We urge Christians in every society to encourage the governments under which they live and the economic 
entities within their societies to aid and work for the development of more just economic orders. 
 
War and Peace 
We believe war is incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ. We therefore reject war as an instrument of na-
tional foreign policy. We oppose unilateral first/preemptive strike actions and strategies on the part of any government. As 
disciples of Christ, we are called to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of conflict. We insist that the 
first moral duty of all nations is to work together to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among 
them. We advocate the extension and strengthening of international treaties and institutions that provide a framework with-
in the rule of law for responding to aggression, terrorism, and genocide. We believe that human values must outweigh mili-
tary claims as governments determine their priorities; that the militarization of society must be challenged and stopped; 
that the manufacture, sale, and deployment of armaments must be reduced and controlled; and that the production, pos-
session, or use of nuclear weapons be condemned. Consequently, we endorse general and complete disarmament under 
strict and effective international control. 

Continued on page 8➔ 

Social Principles: The World Community 
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Social Principles...continued from page 9 
 

Justice and Law 
Persons and groups must feel secure in their life and right to live within a society if order is to be achieved and maintained 
by law. We denounce as immoral an ordering of life that perpetuates injustice and impedes the pursuit of peace. Peoples 
and nations feel secure in the world community when law, order, and human rights are respected and upheld. 
 

Believing that international justice requires the participation of all peoples and nations, we endorse the United Nations, its 
related bodies, the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court as the best instruments now in exist-
ence to achieve a world of justice and law. We commend the efforts of all people in all countries who pursue world peace 
through law. We endorse international aid and cooperation on all matters of need and conflict. We urge acceptance for 
membership in the United Nations of all nations who wish such membership and who accept United Nations responsibility. 
We urge the United Nations to take a more aggressive role in the development of international arbitration of disputes and 
actual conflicts among nations by developing binding third-party arbitration. Bilateral or multilateral efforts outside of the 
United Nations should work in concert with, and not contrary to, its purposes. We reaffirm our historic concern for the world 
as our parish and seek for all persons and peoples full and equal membership in a truly world community. 
 

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2016. Copyright 2016 by The United Methodist Publishing House. 
Used by permission.. 
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 Education Assistant - Georgia Pope  

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference - Debbie Mix  

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Debbie Mix 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Marshall Garlach, Marilyn Hays  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 
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Puzzle Page 

THE STORY OF EASTER 
(As told in the Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) 

 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from                         
Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of                
Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; 
then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  So Joseph took 
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in 
his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He 
then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 
away.  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, 
sitting opposite the tomb. 
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, 
“Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore                        
command the tomb to be made secure until the third day;                
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell 
the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the 
last deception would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to 
them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure 
as you can.” So they went with the guard and made the 
tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that 
they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”  
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became 
like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He 
is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in He-
brew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.   Then Peter and the other disciple (John) set out 
and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and                     
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 
homes.  
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