
 

 

    It’s Sunday evening (June 27) as I write this…      

today’s Worship Service was a fantastic toast to our 

faith’s founding father- John Wesley- as we cele-

brated his 318th birthday and held a Service                       

reminiscent of Wesley’s Covenant Renewal Service!  

    For all those in attendance today, thank you for 

your positive words about the Service and your                                 

experiences in learning more about Wesley, our faith, and even learning 

more about yourself and your discipleship. And, if you need another copy 

of John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer, just let Cheryl or me know. Also, 

there’s a copy of his Covenant Prayer on page 2 of this newsletter.  

As we enter July, we have so much planned! Starting with the 3rd- 

we’ve entered in the city’s 4th of July Parade! You are invited to walk or ride 

with us! Line up begins at noon by the high school and the Parade begins 

at 1pm.  

On the 4th- we’re holding a special 4th of July Worship Service and after 

Worship we’re hosting a cookout! Hot dogs and buns will be provided; we 

invite you to bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share, beverages 

and table service. We’ll be celebrating America’s 245th birthday with our 

sister-church, Hamlet UMC. Come out and enjoy lots of fun and fellowship, 

and food! 

After the cookout, Starke County’s Historical Society is hosting its                     

annual ice cream social from 1-3pm, also on the 4th, at the History Center.  

Everyone is invited to all these festivities as we celebrate America! 

Plan to join us, and if you have family and friends in town, bring them with 

you!   

But wait, there’s more! The Starke County 4-H Fair is also this month! 

Pay a visit to the Hamlet Lions stand where you may see Jack & Sandy.  

On a side note, we have also resumed Coffee & Fellowship time after 

Worship Services, fyi. And, this month also sees Fun Night! resuming… 

meet us at church at 4:30pm on Sunday, July 18th (3rd Sunday of the 

month).  
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Church Office Hours 
 

Mon: 8:30 am - 11:00 am 

Tue: 11:00 am  - 1:00 pm 

Wed:  8:30 am - 11:30 pm 

& 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

Thu:  8:30 am - 11:00 am  

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Pastor Sheri 
LoCascio 
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Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheri LoCascio 

Church Council Chair - Jack Miller 

Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant 

Lay Member to Annual Conference -                         

     Debbie Mix 

Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant 

Lay Leader - Georgia Pope 

Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus  

Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler  

Treasurer - Lisa Nichols  

Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire  

Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius  

Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen   

Education Chair - Debbie Mix 

Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler  

At-Large Member - Melba Shilling 

 

Ex Officio Members with vote: 

Historian - Dan Miller 

Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus 

Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller 

Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller 

Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols 

Youth Representative - vacant 

   

Ex Officio Members with no vote: 

Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman  

Knox United                        

Methodist Church -                                

Church Council 2021 

And before the month’s over, we’ll also see Vacation Bible 

School! This year, VBS will be held during the final week of July, 

from July 26-30, each day from 4pm-6pm. Children ages 3 years 

through just-finished-6th-grade are welcome. If you have any ques-

tions, please talk with our Education Director- Debbie Mix. 

A friendly reminder as there are many of you and one of me- if 

you want, or need, to talk with me or would like a visit, please let me 

know. I’m happy to pay you a visit, but I need to know you want me 

to. I make many calls, texts and emails every day, and if I haven’t yet 

reached you, please reach to me.  

As we are in the ‘Season After Pentecost,’ the season of green, 

the season of growth… let us also be aware of our personal need to 

grow- our spiritual growth and our growth into discipleship, giving of 

ourselves- our time, our prayers, our presence, and our finances… 

all those commitments we vowed to God when we were baptized, 

confirmed, and/or reaffirmed our baptism- for God’s Kingdom… May 

we each share in the blessings we’ve received and the privilege we 

get to enjoy as people of this nation, under God… with peace and 

liberty for all! 

In Christ’s love and mine,      

John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt,  

rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 

to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 



 

 

Members Present: Jack Miller Pastor Sheri Shirley Fosler      Mitch Martinkus   

 Sandy Miller  Debbie Mix  Lisa Nichols      Georgia Pope 

 Melba Shilling 

Others Present: Pat Carroll-McIntire   

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Church Council Chair Jack, and was opened with a devotion and prayer by Pastor 

Sheri.  

Last month’s Meeting Minutes were read. Motion made to approve by Mitch, and seconded by Debbie. Motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lisa shared financial reports as of May 31, 2021. All bills are paid to date; Lisa is using actual amount paid. Last month’s 

giving increased. Church Windows software’s annual tech support plan will be $345. After discussion, Mitch moved to                    

continue with the support as it is used and to pay it; Debbie seconded. Motion carried.   

FINANCE REPORT 

Shirley had nothing new/additional to report. 

TRUSTEE REPORT 

On behalf of Trustees, Lisa reported that a new sound board computer was purchased; Mitch reported that the parsonage’s 

water pipe issue is still being investigated.  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Debbie reported that VBS will be held July 26-30, from 4pm-6:10pm and will have a “Mars” theme. Please contact Debbie 

Mix or the office if you can help with this year’s VBS.  

WORSHIP REPORT 

Pastor Sheri reported that speakers are needed for Sunday, July 20, for Father’s Day. Pastor will be off but has the Service 

planned, just need some additional speakers to share about their dads. 

June 28th is John Wesley’s 318th birthday, Pastor is planning a celebration of Wesley at June 27’s Service. Coffee &                    

Fellowship after Worship will resume on June 27; Sandy will set up the coffee, Lisa will get cookies/snacks.  

After Worship on July 4, we will host a hot dog cookout, hot dogs and buns will be provided. Everyone is invited and                     

welcome to bring a side dish, dessert, and/or drinks to share along with their table service. Games are being planned. A 

gas grill and pop-up tents will be contributed. Hamlet UMC has been invited to attend Worship and the cookout.   

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT (f/k/a Nominations) 

Pastor had nothing new to report. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Sandy reported that the Food Pantry will be here on Wednesday, June 23 from 10am-12pm. Volunteers are needed and 

should arrive by 8:45am. 

Fun Night! will resume in July. The next gathering will be July 18, from 4:30-6:30pm. 

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes   

June 14, 2021       Submitted by Shirley Fosler 
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METHODIST MEN REPORT 

Mitch shared that the Men’s Group met on June 12. Nine men attended, Bernie cooked, and Charlie shared a devotion on 

wisdom; they enjoyed fellowship and a good breakfast. The next meeting will be on July 11 at 7:30am at the Starke Coun-

ty 4-H Fair at the Hamlet Lions stand. All are welcome.  

WOMEN’S GROUP REPORT 

Shirley shared that the Women’s Group met on June 6 at 8am in the dining room for breakfast and devotion. Six women 

attended. They also discussed recognizing the high school/college graduates on July 13 and the fellows on Father’s Day, 

July 20.  

The women are interested in working with the congregation and the Men’s Group to enter in the city’s 4 th of July Parade in 

July 3.  

They also discussed helping with Kid’s Closet. Kid’s Closet uses tall kitchen trash bags with the drawstring. If clothing and 

shoes are received that Kid’s Closet cannot use, they will be taken to the collection box at AutoPro. If men’s or women’s 

clothing is collected, there is another outreach program in Knox that helps adults with clothing to get ready to enter the 

workforce.    

The decision was made to skip July’s meeting and resume on Sunday, August 1 at 8am. 

STAFF-PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mitch reported that Pastor will take twelve days of vacation in June as she has not had any actual vacation time yet this 

year; the Conference year is June 30 to July 1.  

Pastor reported that Cheryl will take vacation on June 23 and 24. Pastor will include an announcement on Sunday asking 

for bulletin folders for June 27’s Service.   

It is important to remember that Pastor Sheri is available to everyone. You are urged to reach out to her. People often talk 

amongst themselves about their needs and concerns; when you want to talk with Pastor, let her know. If you’re unable to 

reach her on her cell phone, contact Mitch who will share your message with her. People are also encouraged to reach 

out to the Prayer Team and prayer list as needs arise. If you know of someone who is hurting, after getting their consent, 

contact Pastor to let her know of the person in need.   

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor was able to contract with a company to have 500 free post-

cards with the church’s information mailed to Knox residents.  

Pastor was also able to contract with the same company to obtain 

1,500 invite cards with the church’s information printed on one side, 

“Reconnect to faith” on the other side. She was able to get these for 

free; they can be passed out at the Parade and as pocket-sized invi-

tations for the congregation to use in inviting family, friends, and 

strangers to church. 

 

 Continued on page 7 

CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes, continued...   
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COMING SOON TO A GALAXY NEAR YOU... 

AN OUT OF THIS WORLD VBS EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 

July 
26-30 

4:00 - 
6:00 PM 

Ages 4 
through 

just                 
completed 
6th grade 

VACATION  

BIBLE  

SCHOOL 

DONATE: 

• Toilet paper rolls 

• Paper towel rolls 

• 2 liter bottles 

• Newspaper 

• Glue 

• Paint & small 

brushes 

• Cellophane tape 

• Duct tape 

VOLUNTEER: 

 

• Crafts 

• Science 

• Dance 

• Music 

• Recreation/Games 

• Teaching 

Questions?  See Deb Mix. 

PRAYER 

Just like the Apollo missions we can’t 

“blast off” without a full team at “Mission 

Control”.  Please help us to welcome our 

little astronauts and give them an out-of-

this-world VBS experience.  A volunteer 

sheet is located on the table in the narthex. 

WE NEED YOU! 
HERE IS HOW YOUCAN HELP. 
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10 Ways to Be More Like Jesus 

1. HANG OUT WITH SINNERS 

2. AFFLICT THE COMFORABLE 

3. COMFORT THE AFFLICTED 

4. PROMOTE THE DIGNITY AND WORTH OF WOMEN 

5. PROTECT CHILDREN 

6. CARE MORE ABOUT REACHING THE LOST THAN                                                

CATERING TO THE FOUND 

7. CARE NOTHING ABOUT POWER, PROMINENCE, PO-

SITION OR PRESTIGE 

8. LIVE SIMPLY 

 

9. Be Anti-Racist. 

“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said 

to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into 

the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 

‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 

ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samari-

tans.)” John 4:7-9 

10. Make Sure It’s Never About You. 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve 

others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 
 

The final installment... 

Church Council Minutes continued from page 4 
 

GOOD OF ORDER 

We will enter Knox’s 4th of July parade, held on July 3. Everyone is welcome to participate. Walkers can also pass out    

information on VBS and the church. A golf cart will be available for the Parade. If anyone else would like to decorate and 

bring their bike, motorcycle, gator, or golf cart to the Parade, please let the office or a Church Council member know. 

Lineup begins at 12:00 by the high school. Pastor will create a slide to share in announcements. 

Kid’s Closet training will be held at church on Monday, June 21 at 6:00pm. Anyone interested in learning more about the 

Kid’s Closet program and/or wanting to assist with sorting or distributing is welcome to attend. Pastor will create a slide to 

share in announcements. 

The next Church Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 9, 2021 at 6:00pm.   

With no other business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by Jack with Debbie closing in prayer. 

“In everything do to others as you would have 

them do to you; for this is the law and the                      

prophets.  Matthew 7:12 



 

 
Financial Report  

May 31, 2021                                                       
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INCOME 
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EXPENSES 
YTD Balance                 Budget YTD           Annual Budget 



 

 

  10 

9 George & Sherry Fort 

14 Mark & Brenda Krom 

  

27 Sally Povilaitis 

28 Cheryl Tellman 

  

  

  

  

  

4 George Fort 

4 Rose Raderstorf 

6 Norma Wakefield 

13 Dan Roscka 

17 Brad Shilling 

19 Julie Henricks 

23 Gary Singleton 
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Knox United Methodist Church 
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN 

 phone 574-772-4228 

 web www.KnoxUMC.org 

 email knoxmethodist@gmail.com 

 facebook   @knoxumc 

 radio Sundays @ 7:30am on 

        99.3fm WKVI 

Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church: 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  

Knox KNews 
    juLY 2021 

Next month’s submission deadline: July 20th 

 

Knox United Methodist Church 

201 South Shield Street 

Knox, IN   46534 

https://www.facebook.com/knoxumc/

