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Pastor’s Ponderings
Pastor Curtis Bond
Last month, I was part of an UMCOR work-team that traveled to Dawson
Springs, Kentucky. You might recall a tornado hit it during the late evening
on Friday, December 10, 2021. This tornado, now called the “Western
Kentucky Tornado,” was on the ground for nearly three hours and traveled
166 miles, which is the ninth longest in recorded history. It was an EF4 tornado with estimated peak winds of 190 mph. The tornado caused 57 fatalities, with fourteen of those deaths in Dawson Springs. Dawson Springs had
1200 houses prior to the tornado and over 400 of the homes were destroyed, along with many businesses and other buildings.
Except for me severely lacerating my arm, it was a good work-camp. I was
helping to remove an old steel tub from a house using an angle grinder with
a cut-off wheel. The wheel broke and sent a piece of spinning shrapnel
flying into my forearm, giving me a serious laceration. They took me to the
emergency room, and upon examination, no tendons or bones were cut.
The doctor sewed and stapled the wound closed and sent me on my way.
My fellow campers showered me with concern and support. I heard several
co-workers tell of similar mishaps they experienced. The doctor treating me
told of his mishap using a chainsaw. Another worker told of a similar mishap
with a tool breaking and cutting his arm. Reminiscing about our mishaps, we
recognized how fast calamities occur.
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Recently in NYC a pedestrian was hit by car and then robbed. Video shows
a man being hit by a car, being plunged into the air landing on the street.
Two men got out and went through his pockets, taking his belongings. The
crooks drove away, only to return and check the victim’s pockets. The
suspects are still at large. This story reminds me of the good Samaritan in
Luke Ch 10. The story begins with a Jewish man traveling to Jericho and
being accosted by thieves, stripped of his belongings and left for dead.
Some things never change, such as theft and mayhem.
People often ask, where was God? The answer is, he is in us. Viktor Frankl
was a survivor of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. In his book ‘Man’s
Search for Meaning’ he writes he witnessed God everywhere in the camp.
He saw starved prisoners give their meager food ration to men weakened
by abuse and sickness. Men unable to work were of no use in the
death-camps. Guards regularly took weakened and sick prisoners out of the
housing units, never to be seen again. His survival is a miracle. I highly
recommend reading this book.

Church Office Hours
Mon 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Tue 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Wed 1:00 - 4:30 pm
Thu 1:00 - 4:30 pm
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Pastor’s Ponderings, continued…
In his book ‘With God in Russia’ American Catholic priest Walter Ciszek writes of his twenty-three years in the Soviet
gulags. Arrested as a Vatican spy early in WWII, he experienced the brutality of these camps. He also witnessed God
working in the camps. Men gave food, scraps of clothing, and other meager items to fellow prisoners. I highly recommend
reading this book.
John Noble’s thrilling account of surviving the Soviet Gulag is another book I highly recommend. He was an American
unable to leave Dresden after the Second World War began. He survived the war only to be accused by the Soviets of
spying. His book ‘I Found God in Soviet Russia’ chronicles his miraculous survival and eventual release. He also
witnessed God working under barbarous conditions. These three survivors saw countless acts of kindness and charity
inspired by God in inhuman places.
When people ask ‘where was God’ they often mean why does God allow suffering? Why doesn’t God intervene and stop
it? The only answer I can give is John 3:16, ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’ Jesus was human. Paul called him the ‘man Christ
Jesus.’ Jesus was acquainted with sorrow, grief, poverty, injustice, sickness, and tasted death. He traveled a broken
world, proclaiming the good news. The good news is the end of all suffering is in sight. Until then, we are God’s hands,
feet, eyes, and money. ‘Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith,’ Ga 6:10. Have you seen God lately?

Reminders
•
•
•
•
•

Beginning September 4th Sunday morning worship will begin at 9:15am.
There will be no Women’s Group gathering on September 4th. We will gather again on October 2nd at 8:00am.
Insert announcement deadline is noon on Thursdays.
Newsletter deadline is the 18th of each month.
If you have a college student or military member in your family don’t forget to fill out an information sheet for each so
we can keep in touch. They can be found on the counter in the office.

Knox United Methodist Church Council 2022
Pastor - Rev. Curtis Bond
Church Council Chair - Jack Miller
Church Council Vice-Chair - vacant
Lay Member to Annual Conference - Debbie Mix
Reserve Lay Member to AC - vacant
Lay Leader - Debbie Mix
Staff/Parish Chair - Mitch Martinkus
Finance Chair - Shirley Fosler
Treasurer - Marshall Garlach, Marilyn Hays
Trustee Chair - Lee McIntire
Trustee Treasurer - Sally Oliverius
Lay Leadership Vice Chair - Lyn Allen
Education Chair - Debbie Mix

Education Assistant - Georgia Pope
Recording Secretary - Shirley Fosler
At-Large Member - Melba Shilling
Ex Officio Members with vote:
Historian - Dan Miller
Men’s Group - Jack Miller, Mitch Martinkus
Missions & Outreach Chair - Sandy Miller
Prayer Coordinator - Sandy Miller
Women’s Group - Shirley Fosler, Lisa Nichols
Youth Representative - vacant
Ex Officio Members with no vote:
Financial Secretary - Cheryl Tellman
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CHURCH COUNCIL Minutes
August 8, 2022

Members Present: Sally Oliverious
Shirley Fosler

Marshall Garlick

Deb Mix

Sally Oliverious

Lee McIntire

Pastor Curtis

Lynn Allen

Melba Shilling

Georgia Pope

Sandy Miller
Guest: Lisa Nichols

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by Jack Miller.
Pastor Curtis opened with a prayer.
Last month’s Meetings Minutes were read. Deb moved to pass the minutes as read; Lynn seconded. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Marshall all bills were paid.
Trustee’s Report: Sally and Lee reported that volunteers are working on getting the parsonage fixed up. New vanity in
small bathroom, new flooring in bedroom and kitchen. Trim and facia will be painted and kitchen was painted. Hardwood
floors are being sanded. New curtains in the dining room and living room. New carpet will be laid next week. There is a
roof estimate coming. Will check the water lines and water pressure. Will look for storm door on the front door. Will need to
trim the trees in the back of the yard. This was the first update since Pastor Squib moved out. One of the Trustees CDs
was cashed in to cover the expenses of the parsonage update.
Lee has literature on possible church sign. The maximum is 4X6, it cannot be elevated.
Memorial candle in the future? There is one we have now. May get it out and have it available to be use. Have to watch for
dripping wax.
Education Committee: Deb reported: It was suggested to her to that the children’s moment was given even when there
are no kids, because adults get good out of the message.
Sunday school is up and running. Volunteers are always needed. Sign up.
Lakeville United Methodist Church is having a picnic special family day in August. There are activities and classes. There
is more information in the bulletin.
Lay Leadership: Lynn reported that they are looking Worship Chairman. If you are interested please conctact Lynn or
Pastor.

Missions: Food give away Tuesday, August 16th. All are welcome to come and help.
Game Day is the third Sunday, August 21st all are welcome. You do not have to bring anything unless you want
to.
Plan ahead for Trunk or Treat. Maybe have a decorating competition? Good outreach for the community.
Maybe pass out pencils or something else that has the Knox United Methodist Church name or other
information.
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Church Council minutes, continued...
Good of Order: Lisa is requesting to purchase more tables. The Greif group has more people attending. The current
tables do not fit everyone. Lisa is asking for 4 table to be purchases from the Memorial Fund. They would match the
current tables in the library. It would cost about $300. Sally moved, Marshall seconded to purchase 4 more table.
Sally reported that the Marsha Hayes and her family are interested in using memorials donated in Sarah Wright’s name to
be used for something for the church. They will discuss it with the trustees further.
Sally reported that her and Bernie went to a “Serve Safe” food safety course. A new kitchen policy will be implemented
to keep our kitchen and serving of food for everyone.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that they have three dogs and they will put a pet door in so the dogs can go in and out
as needed. Pastor will take care of the parsonage and will treat it as their home.
Pastor prefers that the Charge Conference our church attends be the one in First United Methodist Church at LaPorte. It
is October 8th at 3:00. The church needs two people from the church to attend. Please let the Pastor know if you can go.
All are welcome.
Pastor is working on getting the website updated. Cheryl will be getting access to keep it updated also.
Pastor was on a mission trip to Dawson Springs, Kentucky last week. The area is where the F5 tornado went though. It
was on the edge of town. Eighty percent of the homes affected were rental properties. Most likely the rental homes will
not be rebuilt. Habitat for Humanity is actively building homes there.
The church council will meet on September 12, 2022 at 5:00 pm. Everyone is welcome.
Lee lead the prayer to adjourn the meeting.
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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ!
Charge Conference season is quickly approaching. Soon you will receive an email notifying you that the system is open,
and you can begin completing Charge Conference Reports.
For now, it is time to register for your in person Charge Conference. Please follow the link below to register. Each person from your church who is attending will need to register, and as a reminder, it is required that in addition to each
clergy, a minimum of 2 Lay People from each church attend this charge conference.
Choose one of the following dates, locations and times:
• October 8, 2022 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (CT) Gary Christ UMC, 201 W Ridge Rd. Gary IN
• October 8, 2022 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (CT) LaPorte First UMC, 1225 Michigan Ave LaPorte IN*
• October 9, 2022 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (CT) Valparaiso First UMC, 103 Franklin St Valparaiso IN
• October 15, 2022 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (ET) South Bend Grace UMC 3012 S Twyckenham Dr South Bend IN
• October 15, 2022 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (ET) Elkhart Trinity UMC 2715 E Jackson Blvd Elkhart IN
• October 22, 2022 10:00 am - 12:00 pm (ET) Argos UMC 570 N Michigan St Argos IN
• October 22, 2022 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm (ET) Warsaw First UMC 179 S Indiana St Warsaw IN
Every blessing,
Eva Goeb
Conference Assistant to North and Northwest Districts
Indiana United Methodist Conference
* Pastor prefers that the Charge Conference our church attends be the one in First United Methodist Church at LaPorte
on October 8th.
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Knox UMC
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 am
Continuing until approx. Nov. 9th
See Lisa Nichols if questions.

Wednesday, Sept. 7th

To volunteer see Sandy Miller or call the church office!
574-772-4228
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7/31/2021

Submitted by Marshall garlach & Marilyn Hays
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11 Peter and Judy Knutel
17 Kurt & Shelly Kemble
23 Butch & Barb Abel
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Puzzle Page
STRONGER TOGETHER
All the words listed below are in the puzzle—left, right, up, down or diagonally.
Find each word in the puzzle then arrange the left over words to form the mystery answer.

APOSTLES

BODY OF CHRIST

COMMON UNION

COMMUNITY

COVER

EASIER

ENCOURAGE

FAITH

FELLOWSHIP

FIRST CHURCH

GOD’S PLAN

HABIT

HEAVY BOOKS

IMPORTANT

LIFESTYLE

MANY MEMBERED

ONENESS

PILLAR

SACRIFICE

SHORTCOMINGS

STIR UP

TIME

WITHSTAND

LOVE OTHERS
SAME SPIRIT

SHAREHOLDER

DON’T NEGLECT

MYSTERY ANSWER: ___________________________________________________________________

Knox United Methodist Church
201 South Shield Street, Knox IN
phone
574-772-4228
web
www.KnoxUMC.org
email
knoxmethodist@gmail.com
facebook @knoxumc
radio
Sundays @ 7:30am on
99.3fm WKVI
Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church:
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Knox KNews
September 2022
Next month’s submission deadline: July 18th
If you no longer wish to receive this publication in print, or if you are
able and willing to receive it via e-mail please let us know. Thank you!

Knox United Methodist Church
201 South Shield Street
Knox, IN 46534

